
Spring 2011 

ENGLISH 

ENGL-H295-033 “Ibsen to Us” 

Dr. Ted Cotton (MWF 1:30 – 2:20pm) 

ENGL H295-034 “Renaissance Home Economics: Literatures of Household, Commonwealth, Empire” 

Dr. H. Eklund (TR 2-3:15pm) 

This seminar takes its name from the Greek word oikos (home), from which we derive the word economy. In Renaissance ideas 

of economy, the art of household management served as a model for other forms of political and material organization, including 

commonwealths and empires. This course traces these models of economy through the literature of the period. Reading across 

genres—from domestic manuals to history plays, and from pastoral to epic poetry—we will focus on how the management of 

resources is connected to moral and political discourses, born out in hierarchies of gender, class, and race. Further, we’ll 

investigate how people, lands and resources are incorporated into systems of economic management. When and where do these 

efforts fail? How do changing material conditions shape new forms power? Authors will include Xenophon, Margery Kempe, 

Thomas More, Thomas Heywood, William Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, and John Smith. 

FINE ARTS 

SPAN H295 033 “Stages of Reality: Theories and Interpretation of Reality in  

Modern Western Theatre” 

Dr. Eileen Doll (MWF 11:30)  

In this course we will discuss how modern dramatists in Western cultures have portrayed reality, and how we perceive as real a 

representation on stage. Additional discussion will include playwrights’ social criticism and critics’ various approaches to 

analysis of the plays, as well as our own. Beginning with the twentieth century, the class will examine theories and texts that 

include the theatre of the absurd, Brecht’s alienation effect, poor theatre, postmodernism, hyperrealism, and street spectacle. The 

class will include works from France, England, Germany, Spain, Brazil, and Mexico, in English translation. If possible, we will 

attend one or more plays and meet with the director, actors, and/or backstage staff to discuss how they create reality in their 

work. 

HISTORY 

HIST-H394-033 “History of Genocide” 

Dr. B. Cook (W 6:20-9pm) 

NATURAL SCIENCES 

BIOL H295 033 “Human Ecological Science”  

Dr. David White (TR, 9:30am)  

Global Climate Change; Natural Selection; State of the World; Population Thinking; Ecological Footprint; Coastal Wetlands; 

Canoeing! Want to learn about each of these topics from the advanced perspective? This exciting course stimulates thought about 

the human impact on the biosphere through lecture, critical writing, carefully directed experiences in the field, and outside class 



assignment. We will focus on two sub- disciplines of the Biological Sciences – Evolution & Ecology. There are scheduled 3 class 

field experiences (trips) in the course that are very important learning opportunities. 

CHEM H295 033 “Chemistry and Art” 

Kathleen Tinsley Crago and Edouard Louis Crago (TR 12:15-2 p.m.) 

An advanced Honors lecture course designed for non-science majors. This course represents an integration of materials 

concerning both Fine arts and Chemistry. It discusses the synergistic relationship between the development of chemical processes 

and their effects on the methods of artistic production. In pursuit of this goal this course attempts to integrate the Chemical 

principles of matter and energy with the techniques and experiences of Art. The course is structured on a series of instructor 

lectures, demonstrations, and student presentations and projects. A few of the topics to be discussed include the history of the 

interaction of Art and Chemistry from ancient times to the present, the basic chemistry of materials and techniques used in the 

development of pieces of art (i.e. sculpture, painting, ceramics, etc.), the importance of instrumentation in the restoration and the 

authentication of pieces of art as well as investigations pertinent to the importance of art as an expression of the times. 

PHILOSOPHY  

 

PHIL H295 034 “Freedom and the Self: Themes in Existentialism”  

Dr. Patrick Bourgeois (TR 9:30)  

This course examines major philosophical themes in existentialism, such as freedom and responsibility, bad faith and 

authenticity, values and nihilism, anxiety and affirmation, despair and joy. Students will read the works of key proponents of the 

existentialist movement, including Kierkegaard, Marcel, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, and Ricoeur. The themes to be covered are 

designed to bring out the unique features of existentialism that set it apart from other philosophical movements, such as its 

emphasis on concrete human experience, its attempt to privilege subjectivity over rational truths, and its search for human 

meaning in the face of life’s many absurdities. 

PHIL H295-034 “Philosophy of Psychopathology – Insanity and its Discontents” 

Dr. G. Hoffman (TR 3:30-4:45pm) 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

RELS H295-033 “Sufism: Islam & the Mystic Path” 

Dr. A. Spevack (MWF 2:30-3:20pm) 

RELS H295 “Welcoming Neighbors? Catholic perspectives on Immigration”  

Michael A. Bouzigard, S.J., D.Phil. (Oxon.) 

This course aims to help students develop awareness, understanding and critical engagement of immigration issues examined 

primarily through the lens of Catholic social thought. Because contemporary debates on immigration policy engage broad, 

multidisciplinary topics, the course also incorporates economics, history, philosophy and law. The course will begin by 

examining the philosophical and theological foundations relevant to immigration policy and a brief history of immigration in the 

United States. It will then move to the economic, religious and social implications of immigration, particularly focusing on 

contemporary Latin American migration to the United States. (Latin American Studies minors register for LAS H295) 

  



SOCIAL SCIENCE 

CMMN-H295-001 “Theories of Media Play” 

D. Meyers (TR 2 – 3:15PM) 

LING H295 "Lost in Translation" 

Dewell (MWF 9:30) 

Many people think of translation as a fairly simple and mechanical process of saying "the same thing" in another language. Those 

who actually have experience translating know better. Looking carefully at the process of translation can lead us to think in new 

ways about many issues, such as what is involved in understanding another culture, what is valuable in a work of literature that 

will be lost in translation, and what problems arise when we read, say, Nietzsche or the Bible in English. In this course we will 

look at the translation process in three ways: (1) by reading and discussing some very interesting and thought-provoking 

theoretical works; (2) by looking at published translations of literature, philosophy, religion, and other types of text and 

comparing them with the originals; (3) by doing our own translations and evaluating them in a sort of "lab" section of the course. 

The last two approaches require students to have at least an elementary reading knowledge of at least one foreign language 

(minimum second-year level). 

SOCI –H295-033 “Planet Earth Blues” 

Dr. Anthony Ladd (TR #:30-4:45pm) 

This course offers a critical examination of the core biophysical, cultural, economic, and sociopolitical roots of our global 

environmental crisis. Students will be introduced to the most pressing environmental problems facing the planet, including 

overpopulation, resource consumption, energy use, climate change, and biodiversity decline, and the extent to which such 

problems relate to larger global issues concerning development, globalization, social inequality, and human rights concerns. 

 


